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SOCIOLOGICAL METHODS
OF RESEARCH OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

This paper discusses some General issues of organizing and conducting an empirical
study of juvenile delinquency. Special attention is paid to the methodology of research of
the problem related to the personality and career of a minor criminal. In particular, the
authors consider the peculiarities of using sociological methods to find out the personal
qualities of juvenile offenders and the reasons that led to their committing offenses and
crimes.

Keywords: research methodology, juvenile (minors), juvenile offenders, survey,
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Problem setting. Crime has affected all spheres of life society. In this regard, an
in-depth study of the nature, causes, consequences, and development trends of this
social phenomenon is important, and has both scientific and practical significance.
It should be the basis for improving social relations and civil society institutions,
social norms and their application, for strengthening the system of social control,
for more consistent implementation of measures of moral and legal education, social
prevention and responsibility. All of them are aimed at ensuring maximum protec-
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tion of the individual, satisfaction of the interests of citizens, democratization and
humanization of our society.

The internationalization of modern human life is accompanied by the interna-
tionalization of crime and the spread of its typical patterns, trends and forms to
different regions and countries. Today, we are witnessing the rapid spread of crime
among modern youth, which is a consequence of the problems that young people
face on the way to becoming a person and finding their place in life. This makes it
necessary not only to study the factors of deviant behavior of young people, which
are common to all states, but also to critically assess the experience of countering
antisocial phenomena in these countries. In recent years, views on the criminal
behavior of young people and measures to combat it have changed significantly.
However, scientists are united by the desire to describe and explain this phenomenon,
as well as to justify the means of preventing it. Modern science has a whole arsenal
of methods that have historically developed in the process of studying the
phenomenon of crime among young people. One of the conditions for such research
is the use of a set of sociological methods. Their peculiarity is the availability of
resources for conducting and impartial evaluation of results. The study of modern
world experience of effective counteraction to asocial and socially dangerous
phenomena in the youth environment will help to identify new ways to solve
problems related to overcoming and preventing youth deviation.

Recent research and publications analysis. Theoretical aspects of the problem
of personality and behavior of juvenile delinquents are found in the works of
M. C. Bassiouni & Alan F. Sewell [1] and M. L. Benson [2]. Thus, M. C. Bassiou-
ni & Alan F. Sewell put forward the idea of the necessity to develop theories for
the rehabilitation of juvenile delinquents, because those that exist usually do not
correspond to the consensus between various scientific theories of human behav-
ior [1]. Scientists based on the analysis and generalization of scientific theories of
deviant behavior note the need to develop new contemporary theories and prac-
tices of rehabilitation of juvenile offenders. M. L. Benson provides an overview
of research and theories of the approach to crime throughout life in his work [2].
This approach, based on the theory of the life cycle, describes the main concepts
and problems in the field of criminology that a person faces throughout life. In
particular, some sections of the work are devoted to the analysis of research on
the role of the family in the problem of juvenile delinquency, as well as the rela-
tionship between youth crime and such stages of life as education, profession, and
marriage.

Empirical data for the development of theoretical positions of this problem
can be obtained using the methods of sociology. Works by such authors, such as
I. V. Pidkurkova [3], Y. O. Roskopyna [4], O. H. Danylian, O. P. Dzoban
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[5, p. 539-542] is devoted to the sociological methods and their application in the
study socio-legal spheres of society. So, I. V. Pidkurkova reveals the essence and
considers the use of techniques of sociology in the study of various aspects of the
court’s activities, and provides examples of certain techniques in the practice of
judicial studies [3]. Y. O. Roskopyna has revealed the value of sociological meth-
ods to prevent and pedagogical prevention of criminal offences in the youth envi-
ronment [4].

The work of V. V. Holina & B. M. Holovkin is devoted to the study of the
personality of a minor criminal [6]. The authors of the article believe that the study
of the identity of a minor offender will reveal the risk zones of their criminal career
and prevent the appearance of misconduct among young people and recidivism
among prisoners. The work was based on the analysis of research results using the
analysis of archived criminal cases and interviews of convicts. The portrait of
a minor criminal was formed based on the criteria of gender, age, education, social
status, and nationality.

The social characteristics of juvenile delinquents and the reasons for their
criminal behavior are discussed in the article V. D. Vodnik [7]. Considerable
attention is paid to the factors that affect the Commission of crimes: a dysfunctional
family, the shortcomings of the educational process, the problem of underage use
of alcohol and drugs. Some areas of prevention of juvenile delinquency are indicated.

A wide range of scientific publications devoted to analysis of legal culture of
juvenile offenders, the characteristics of sociological methods to assess the level
of their legal awareness, formation of their motivation to stand with law-abiding
behavior, to strengthen preventive work among adolescents, aimed at preventing
unlawful behavior Thus, the article by G. P. Klimova provides a philosophical and
legal justification of the essence of legal nihilism as one of the most common forms
of deformation of legal consciousness [8]. The most characteristic features of
modern legal nihilism are highlighted. The most important types of legal nihilism —
legal infantilism and legal negativism (radicalism) are analyzed. The nature of legal
nihilism as a destructive social phenomenon is studied. The social danger of this
social phenomenon is shown. N. I. Zhuchkova & N. A. Bushina present the results
of a study aimed at studying the perception of juvenile delinquency by adolescents,
assessing the level of their legal awareness and legal culture [9]. Based on the data
obtained, the authors propose measures to improve the policy in the field of
preventing and combating juvenile delinquency.

O. V. Leshhenko on the example of Russia analyzes the current legal rules,
which facilitate the formation of sense of justice for juvenile offenders and offers
a contemporary understanding of the phenomenon of reflection of awareness of the
juvenile offender as a condition that reflects its own consciousness of the indi-
vidual understanding of the law and of the law [10].
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We should also highlight the work of scientists who comprehensively study
the problems of criminal career, especially from the point of view of the “life
path” approach. One of the fundamental works on the career of a criminal is
considered to be the book J. H. Laub & R. J. Sampson [11]. Based on previous
empirical studies, the authors examined a sample of men aged 14 to 70 years.
One of the leading ideas of the work is that not all children who begin to live in
an unfavorable social environment and show a tendency to misconduct can behave
like this throughout their lives. The authors associate the variability of behavior
with the social context. Criminal career is the subject of G. Zara research [12].
In his work, the author studies violent behavior of young people in order to recons-
truct delinquent career and identify risk factors. The scientist makes his conclu-
sions based on the results of the research using methods of analyzing official data
and self-reports data.

Special attention was paid to the disclosure of the nature of criminal behavior
of minors as a predictor of the trajectory of an adult’s criminal career by D. M. Car-
kin & P. E. Tracy [13]. They provide a large amount of data on the criminal his-
tory of crimes committed by minors, which allowed us to identify the factors that
influence various variables on the trajectory of their criminal activity. At the same
time, these authors mainly used the longitudinal study method when analyzing
juvenile crimes. Because of this, the results obtained are not subject to broad gen-
eralization and transfer to other cohorts of juvenile offenders. In the study of the
causes of criminal actions of teenagers, the work of Y. Antonan & M. Goncharova
is interesting [14]. Using methods of systematic analysis of empirical data and
scientific modeling, the authors identify the most common factors that affect ado-
lescent crime in modern conditions. The obtained results are proposed to be used
for the development of new doctrinal approaches to the prevention of illegal be-
havior of children.

Among the factors that influence the occurrence of criminal behavior among
minors, a special place is occupied by the family. Based on the results of the
International Self-Report Delinquency Study 3 survey, B. Gualco, R. Rensi and
G. Fossa investigate and identify the possible relationship between the family
(family type, climate, role system, etc.) and the behavior of juvenile offenders [15].

V. D. Vodnik also explores the family, its potential as a factor influencing the
formation and development of the personality of a minor criminal [16]. After all,
the family forms an emotional and psychological mood, the level of self-esteem
and self-criticism, directs the development of children in a certain direction,
provides guidance on the performance of public and civil duties.

The problem of domestic violence against minors is covered by the work of
A. B. Blaha, in which the author analyzes the possibilities of using the content

235



ISSN 2075-7190. Bicnux Hayionanvrozo 1opuouunozco yrieepcumemy imeni HApocnasa Myopozo. 2021. Ne 3 (50)

analysis method in the study of this phenomenon and highlights the main results
that were obtained with its help [17].

J. B. Sandera’s work with a group of like-minded people is also devoted to the
study of the influence of the family on the possibility of committing offenses and
crimes by minors [18]. Background factors and possible risks are studied using
qualitative methods. In particular, the authors suggest using Consensual Qualitative
Research (CQR), that is, a team approach that takes into account checks and bal-
ances to solve the main problems and preserve the objectivity and integrity of the
collected data from the stories and experiences of research participants. The sample
of the trial study concerned teenagers and their families. The procedure involved
semistructured interviews with minors and their mothers, the results of which were
then analyzed by several researchers. The results obtained showed a significant
influence on the behavior patterns of young offenders, the presence of discipline,
social support of others and parents. This interesting method can be applied, but,
like many qualitative methods, it has certain limitations. So, it can be used for search
research, to identify the main areas of the problem, hypothesize, and model trends.

In recent years, more and more attention has been paid by law enforcement
agencies and various social and psychological-pedagogical services to the creation
of effective gender programs. This is due not only to the significant increase in
delinquent and criminal behavior of underage girls indicated in many countries and
the need to find ways to prevent and correct it, but also to a theoretically sound
understanding and awareness of significant differences in the psychophysiological
development of girls and boys, the causes and risk / protection factors that affect
such behavior. A significant contribution to the understanding of these processes
has been made by long-term joint research on the behavior of girls, conducted since
2000 by scientists from the UK and the US in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania [19], as
well as M. Zahn, S. Hawkins, J. Chiancone, A. Whitworth [20] and M. Chesney-
Lind, M. Morash, T. Stevens [21], members of the girls Study Group, created by
the office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) in the United
States. The study of gender characteristics of delinquent behavior, which is con-
ducted in the United States, is in this regard a valuable experience for the develop-
ment of gender prevention programs around the world.

Many works of Japanese scientists were devoted to the analysis of forms of
prevention and control of manifestations of deviation in the adolescent environment.
Their thoughts combine two approaches to determining the methodology for
preventing deviation: criminological and sociological.

In particular, K. Schwarzenegger [22] and H. Fujita [23] pay attention to the
legislative initiatives of the government of Japan, conducting research on the
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effectiveness of reforms in the field of education and juvenile justice. Strengthening
the role of school education in curbing deviant behavior of adolescents, in their
opinion, is one of the most important areas of youth policy.

M. Miney also explore the prospects for effective prevention of deviant behavior
in school children and the possibility of further reform of the Japanese education
system [24]. In particular, the scientist believes that the development of a structure
that includes schools, families, and the local community is a major factor in reducing
the level of adolescent deviation. A. Metzler, conducting research on Japanese
correctional institutions for minors, note their high efficiency [25]. However, not
enough attention is paid to the characteristics of various methods of studying the
identity of juvenile offenders and the reasons for their criminal behavior.

Many mentioned scientists study the legal aspects of crime, but the phenomenon
of crime is a social phenomenon. In addition, researchers usually study certain
aspects of juvenile delinquency. Perhaps one of the reasons for methodological
difficulties in the study of juvenile delinquency is the lack of application of a set
of sociological methods for collecting and analyzing information about the criminal’s
identity, career, environment, and so on to explain the reasons for criminalizing
human behavior and ways to prevent it.

Research aim is to analyze the possibilities of different sociological methods
in the study of juvenile delinquency. Special attention is focused on the method of
research of the problem related to the identity of a minor criminal, since without
this it is impossible to successfully solve such issues as the nature of social causes
of crime, the mechanism of their action, and ways to prevent the latter. The
specificity of solving these problems dictates the use of the appropriate methodology,
which development is dedicated to this work.

Methods. The use of certain sociological methods in any study is determined
primarily by the subject, purpose, and objectives of the study of the problem. The
research methodology was developed in such a way that the collected information
contained information of both objective and subjective nature. The combination of
these indicators (an objective-subjective complex) is one of the indispensable
conditions for obtaining reliable results. We are talking about methods for obtaining
the latter and processing the material. Processing is an independent step in this
process, and the methods used in this process were considered at the first stages of
the study. All methodological and methodological requirements for sociological
research in general were taken into account when carrying out the study. The
specificity was, first, in its content: in the initial theoretical premises, in the object
and subject; and secondly, in its procedure, because when it comes to studying the
crime, the perpetrators of the crime, the researcher always touches on the industry,
clearly and in detail regulated by law. Therefore, the author’s team constantly took
care of accounting and compliance with the relevant legal requirements.
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It could also be pointed out that when studying, for example, the identity of the
offender, the specifics of his position at the time of study, his psychological and
mental state were considered. Stay in a special educational institution, educational
and labor colony — an additional factor that requires consideration. On the one hand,
teenagers in such institutions will experience the intense, purposeful influence of
caregivers, on the other hand, being together with other offenders. Finally, the fact
of group isolation, staying in isolation is of great importance.

In this work, based on the experience that has been studied in the scientific
literature, some general questions of the methodology for organizing and
implementing a specific study of juvenile delinquency are revealed. Special attention
was focused on the methodology of research of the problem related to the identity
of a minor criminal, since without this it is impossible to successfully solve such
issues as the nature of social causes of crime, the mechanism of their action, and
ways to prevent crime. The very features of solving these problems dictated the use
of appropriate methods.

The participation of the authors in a comprehensive study of the problems of
preventing juvenile crime in the big city become testing of scientific hypotheses
about the possibilities of sociological methods in the study of juvenile crime in the
big city, conducted by the research Academician Stashis Scientific Research
Institute for the Study of Crime Problems of the National Academy of Legal
Sciences of Ukraine. The study was based on data from a study that was conducted
for 5 years in Kharkiv using traditional methods of obtaining information, such as
analysis of documents, survey, observation.

The sample of survey units using these methods is:

(1) analysis of documents: a) materials of archival criminal cases (about 300),
statistical data of the Department of information technologies of the Ministry of
internal Affairs of Ukraine for 5 years; b) personal files of convicted minors (about
100) who are in the Kuryazhska colony.

(2) survey: a) minors who are enrolled in a special school (about 40), convicts
of the Kuryazhska colony (350), students of secondary schools, colleges, lyceums,
and vocational education centers (300). This made it possible to compare the
responses of teenagers who committed a crime and those who made up the so-called
control group; b) employees of law enforcement agencies, enterprises, public
organizations, and juvenile services (50), teachers of secondary schools, colleges,
lyceums, and vocational education centers (100).

If the favorable social conditions of development correctly shape the
personality and the formation that broadly defines its behavior is stable, then the
unfavorable ones are probably the same opportunities, but with respect to the
negative influence. Numerous sociological and criminological studies of the living
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conditions and upbringing of such persons have shown that these conditions are
usually very different from those in which minors from the control group lived
and developed.

Paper main body. Analysis of documents in the study of juvenile delinquency.
Document analysis was one of the methods for collecting information about
juvenile delinquency. Documents were used as materials for law enforcement
activities. But there are some things that made it difficult to use this group of
documents as a source of information. For example, when analyzing crime,
criminal statistics data did not always meet the task. Some important for us facts
are not recorded in the reports, the grouping of the material did not coincide with
the principles of classification. In such situations, the source of primary information
was only the criminal cases themselves. The results of the analysis of criminal
cases of juvenile offenders show that the crime was committed under the influence
of alcohol in 23.1%, strong alcohol intoxication in 2.1 %, and drug intoxication
in 0.4% of cases. 4.3% of minors were registered in a psycho-neurological
dispensary, 1.7% were previously there.

Generalization of judicial practice was an important source of information,
where attention was focused on the court’s activities as a social institution, and not
on the problems of legislation or quality standards (law enforcement of facts).
Familiarization with the practice of reviewing cases of certain categories allowed
us to achieve the goals of crime research, the causes and conditions that contribute
to the Commission of crimes, and the analysis of individual contingents of criminals.

According to the results of the study of archived criminal cases against minors
who committed crimes, 36.8 % grew up and were raised in single-parent families,
and among minors in the control group —26.4% (Graf. 1).

Grew up in single-parent families
control group 26,40%
juvenile
offenders
36,80%
Graf. 1
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It should be noted that the incompleteness of the family is an important demo-
graphic characteristic that has a criminological significance. A constant companion
of juvenile crimes, one of the conditions that contributes to their Commission is
neglect. This is clearly evidenced by the materials of investigative and judicial
practice, scientific research. The close link between neglect and crime is understand-
able. According to the study, 25.4% of minors committed a crime from 20 to 24
hours, 11.9% from 0 to 4 hours. As one of the conditions for committing a crime,
weak control over minors affects-61.6% (according to the analysis of court cases
of juvenile offenders). This is not just about weakening the formal control of parents
over the behavior of children, but also about the existing microclimate of the fam-
ily, serious defects in the attitude of parents to their functions as a caregiver, dem-
onstrating to children social irresponsibility, indifference to their fate, or the obvi-
ous impossibility for children to fully perform these functions.

When studying the personality of a juvenile offender, a comparative analysis
of the personal characteristics of offenders and law-abiding adolescents was used,
which covered: a) socio-demographic and educational and cultural indicators;
b) the needs and interests of minors; c) their emotional and volitional sphere;
d) ethical and legal views and beliefs; e) the motives of their behavior.

In the process of studying this problem, statistical documents that contained
information and judgments in a quantitative (numerical) form were used, sys-
tematized and summarized in a table, graphs, diagrams, and the like. Statistical
observations were carried out constantly and recorded in detail public life from
many sides for a long time. This made it possible to analyze, compare and predict
the development of objects, and conduct quantitative and qualitative analyses.
Statistical accounting is characterized by a high level of scientific validity, effi-
ciency and specificity. Therefore, legal statistics provide reliable factual material.
Many facts were obtained from other statistical fields (economic, demographic,
and medical).

Analyzing the data of statistical cards for convicted adolescents, for example,
a certain relationship between their age and the structure of crimes committed by
them (the number of crimes committed while intoxicated increases with age); dif-
ferences in crime depending on gender, educational level (compared with the
control group, the low educational level of juvenile offenders was distinguished).
There is a certain connection between the nature of the crime and their occupation.

Information about the state of mind of adolescents was obtained both from acts
of forensic psychiatric examinations, and from materials of children’s clinics, psy-
choneurological dispensaries, and other methodological documents. The organiza-
tion of a special study has caused difficulties, since such a survey requires the
consent of the child and his parents (guardians).
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Information about the motivational sphere, moral and legal views of juvenile
offenders was obtained through the use of research methods such as observation,
individual interviews with offenders, their parents, employees of the criminal police
for minors, staff of special educational institutions for children and adolescents,
labor colonies, as well as questionnaires, the study of personal files of prisoners
and other documents.

From the writings of life stories of teenagers from educational institutions, in
which they wrote about members of their family, family relationships, the estab-
lished social portrait of the environment in which minors grew up. From these texts,
information was obtained about their personal traits, features, including their own
assessment of life priorities and benefits. These data help in pedagogical work with
children who are in special educational institutions, general education schools,
vocational training centers, social rehabilitation, and so on.

Information about juvenile offenders was provided by their autobiographies,
which covered social situations in their order and relationship, painted a picture of
the mental appearance of their authors, and finally showed them in the context of
the social environment in which they lived and acted. Such materials for analysis
could not give any letters or other documents that show only a certain period of the
author’s life. Such documents were useful in studying the legal awareness of the
offender, the role of the microenvironment in the formation of anti-social orienta-
tion of the individual.

Obtaining valuable autobiographical material from minors while they were
serving their sentences with imprisonment created great difficulties caused by the
mental resistance of the subjects before presenting their intimate experiences in
prison isolation. The convict must feel that the information about himself that he
transmits to the researcher is not a satisfaction of the latter’s curiosity. They can
not be used as burdening material on the author, but are collected in order to deter-
mine the proper direction of his fate for the period of his stay in correctional labor
institutions, and if necessary, to help him after his release.

In such surveys, the minor received a diagram that describes the moments of
his behavior and development that we were interested in. Under certain conditions,
this method of provoked autobiographies yields extremely valuable results. The
resulting autobiographical material differs from all other information about the
convicted person in that it is written by them using their own words, turns of their
language, and is not a paraphrase of the statements “questions and answers”.

Using the autobiographical method, we studied such aspects of personality that
were not directly observed and studied. These are: tracking the influences that
contribute to the identification of certain individual characteristics of the individ-
ual person; the influence of moments of heredity, predisposition, family influence,
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environment, living conditions, and so on. When investigating juvenile delin-
quency, personal documents such as letters and diaries were also taken as a source
of information. For example, maiden handwritten love stories, diaries were an
important and fairly reliable source of information about the structure of virgin
deviant behavior. Speaking about the method of document analysis used by us, it
should be noted that criminologists often use it in their research. But from
a sociological point of view, not only the dry facts of statistics, objective data of
criminal cases, acts of forensic psychiatric examinations, and so on are interesting,
but also the life stories of juvenile offenders themselves, which are studied using
the autobiographical method. Given all the possibilities of the document analysis
method, it should be noted that it is unlikely for a complete comprehensive study
of the identity of juvenile offenders, it is exhaustive.

Survey method in the study of juvenile delinquency. The proposed method
should use one of the most common sociological methods of collecting information —
a survey, and in the form of an interview (which allows you not only to record the
answers to questions, but also to monitor the response of the Respondent). When
studying, for example, the identity of the offender considered the specifics of his
situation at the time, his psychological and mental state. Being in a special
educational institution was an additional factor that needed to be considered. On
the one hand, teenagers in such institutions experienced intensive targeted influence
of educators, on the other were together with other offenders. Finally had a meaning
and the fact of being in isolation. When interviewing a teenager in educational
colonies and special educational institutions, it was necessary to keep in mind that
any meeting with new people he considers from the point of view of speeding up
his release, and therefore often wanted to show himself in a more favorable view.
This required the use of additional methodological techniques. In any case, in the
course of the study and in the processing of its results, the distinction was made
between those who were interviewed at large and those who were interviewed in
closed institutions.

In studying the identity of a juvenile offender used a comparative analysis of
the characteristics of offenders and law-abiding juveniles obtained during the
survey. The questionnaire covered the following blocks of questions: socio-
demographic characteristics, needs and interests of teenagers, motives for their
behavior, ethical and legal views and beliefs, living conditions and education, state
of social control. The study covered the entire period of development of adolescents,
the formation of their personality. For juvenile offenders, the questionnaire questions
concerned their past, especially the time before the crime.

Information about offenders was also collected through interviews with law
enforcement officials, institutions, businesses, public organizations, and other
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citizens. These interviews had the advantage that they allowed you to put new
questions behind those items and sections of the program that were not sufficiently
clarified, therefore, allowed you to significantly Supplement the existing information.
According to scientists, teachers, employees of various institutions that deal with
minors, the main cause of juvenile delinquency is the unfavorable situation in the
family and its negative impact.

Family trouble is a complex concept that has a number of features, in particular:
a) violation of the family structure (incomplete families); b) the inferiority of the
moral position of its members; ¢) the shortcomings and distortion of the pedagogical
knowledge of parents, their lack of child-rearing skills.

Recently, sociologists, psychologists, and lawyers have begun to include
a violation of the emotional and psychological community of the family among
the signs of family distress. For families of students from the control group, it is
not very typical to read and discuss books, Newspapers, fiction, listen to music
together (more than 52% of responses), or have a rest together (visit cinemas,
theaters, walks) (about 43 % of responses). Often this plays an “auxiliary” role,
because it is associated with the flawed moral position of parents, which can
directly generate illegal behavior of children. At the same time, the violation of
emotional and psychological community, as it seems, can play an independent
role of a criminogenically significant factor. The absence of this community causes
the family to lose the properties of the collective. It often leads to a decrease in
the educational influence of the family on the teenager. Social psychologists note
that the atmosphere of emotional attachment, closeness, trust and love determines
the intensity, strength, and depth of the child’s assimilation (in the process of
imitation and empathy) of the parents’ moral positions and their value orientations
in the sphere of morality. In an atmosphere of mutual understanding, the child
better perceives the conscious instructions and demands of parents. Violation of
emotional and psychological community, family conflict can affect the mental
health of children.

The lack of proper demands on the minor, his actions, and even indifference,
providing independence in assessing, solving certain life situations — one of the
embodiments of neglect. So, according to the surveyed students from the control
group, they can solve the question about smoking (20.1 % of the answers), friendship
with previously convicted persons (more than 19% of the answers), and sexual life
(more than 47 % of the answers) themselves. It is necessary to prevent and stop the
process of turning children into street children, who make up a large layer of minors
involved in criminal activities.

The problem of juvenile delinquency is not limited to dysfunctional families,
although for teenagers who grew up in them, the criminal risk increases by
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4-5 times compared to peers from families where there are no obvious examples
of daily anti-social behavior. Many dysfunctional families have several types of
anti-social behavior. In the control group, 7.5% of respondents are very typical for
family members, alcohol abuse, drugs; for 6.7% — quarrels, conflicts, fights; for
6.8% — unfriendly attitude to other people.

There are three forms of criminal influence that these anti-social manifestations
have on the spiritual world and behavior of a juvenile on the part of adult family
members. The first is the active involvement of minors in drunkenness, drug use
and other intoxicating substances, fights, debauchery, and committing offenses.
Not all teenagers who use drugs and alcohol are registered in time. The vast majority
of adolescents who are identified and registered are persons who have committed
socially dangerous acts or crimes, but minors who use drugs and alcohol but have
not yet committed any illegal acts are rarely detected. But it is necessary to take
into account that it is from their side that the commission of crimes and other anti-
social actions should be expected in the future.

The second form of criminal influence is a “passive” example of unpunished
anti-social behavior, perceived by children as a stereotype of habitual, everyday,
normal behavior. Many hooligan actions of minors are simply related to the fact
that they reproduce in a public place the stereotypes of behavior that they are used
to in the family as the norm. The third is pushing children out into the street, their
frustration with their parents, a sense of their own inferiority, and tension. And
these feelings often become the basis for forming a negative attitude to others,
disbelief and hostility to the norms and principles of moral behavior, as well as for
getting into informal companies with a negative orientation, searching for a strong,
brave, friendly, attentive older friend who can become an ideal for a teenager. The
materials of the survey of special school students, the study of criminal cases of
juvenile offenders indicate that 20.9% had normal, and 18.8% had abnormal
relations in the family, 2.6 % did not maintain relations with the family. About 61 %
of students in the control group identified their relationship with their parents as
good (based on mutual assistance, mutual understanding, trust), about 19% as
normal. At the same time, more than 7% of respondents noted that their relationship
with their parents is not very good, more than 8% indicated that there are differences.
More than 5% of respondents have different attitudes.

A dysfunctional family forms children in its own image. In many cases, young
people who have adopted a cynical attitude to moral values, disrespect for the people
around them, and a disdain for social norms of behavior leave the family — unless
the conditions of life and upbringing are normalized in time as a result of external
interference. More than 27% of the surveyed students of the Kuryazhska colony
believe that it is very important to be strong and cruel in order to achieve success
in life, more than 70% — resourceful and dexterous. In the control group, multivariate
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responses were given, in particular: about 95% of students, it is important to be
purposeful in order to achieve success in life, about 85% — to have a higher
education, about 70% to be honest and truthful (Graf. 2, Graf. 3).

juvenile offenders

dexterous 70%

strong, cruel 27%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Graf 2. Top ranked qualities for success

control group

purposeful | 96%
higher education | 85%
honest, truthful | 70%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Graf. 3. Top ranked qualities for success

Therefore, negative behaviors of adult family members contribute to the fact
that the minor does not just adopt negative behaviors, but acquires a negative value
orientation, implementing it in their own anti-social behavior. This, in particular,
affects the motives and nature of the crimes. A state program is needed to overcome
all types of family problems to neutralize the unfavorable situation in the family
and its negative impact on the criminalization of minors. The decline of the moral
position of family members, the wrong pedagogical position of parents are
considered as components of family trouble. According to the assessment of
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teachers and employees of juvenile services, this position is characterized by an
unwillingness to engage in the upbringing of children in principle (about 18% of
the materials of the study of criminal cases of juvenile offenders noted an indifferent
attitude on the part of parents); in the control group these indicators are much less.
Parents of minors from the control group are interested in their studies, behavior,
experiences, friends, and leisure activities almost every day (more than 71% of
responses); underestimating the need to engage in education constantly, consistently
complicating its goals (such circumstances in the families of offenders were more
common than in the families of minors in the control group); using a limited set of
educational tools, mainly conversations or physical punishments (more than 29%
of offenders Kuryazhska colony believed that their parents reacted gently to their
childish pranks and faults, acting with teachings, but almost half (46.8 %) reported
that they were deservedly beaten for their faults; 5.7% said that they were subjected
to severe beatings and torture. Students from the control group noted that they were
interviewed at home for misconduct (more than 37% of responses), shouted at, and
scolded (about 30% of responses). 24 % pointed to various methods of punishment
(do not give “pocket” money, do not buy new things, do not let out on the street,
forbid to play computer, watch TV, condemn, treat indifferently, ignore, do not
talk, etc.); increased guardianship (the study showed that parents of juvenile
offenders tend to be insufficiently critical of miscalculations in the upbringing of
their children. Only a few are actually aware that these miscalculations are taking
place, while most parents tend to explain the difficulties of their children by the
immoral influence of their friends, the shortcomings of educational work at school,
and the like). It was interesting to observe teenagers, for example, for spending
their free time, for behavior in public places.

Generalization of results. The use of these methods of collecting primary
information required a specially developed set of methodological documents —
a dossier that included the following programs: a) observation of the criminal case;
b) a formalized interview with a minor criminal, his parents, educators (teachers),
friends; c) the study of the personal file of the prisoner; d) a questionnaire that
revealed the criminogenic “infection” of the microenvironment of the examined
teenager (data on crimes committed with impunity, on persons who were brought
to criminal responsibility from among relatives, neighbors, friends and other
acquaintances); the plan of the autobiography. In addition, the dossier contained
final data on the results of studying the identity of a minor offender. This information
was summarized in a special “Card of the complex study of the personality of
a minor offender and the social situation of its development”, which was a final
document. All the data obtained were statistically processed using different
groupings.
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“Card of the comprehensive study of the personality of a minor offender and
the social situation of its development” was developed by N. V. Belyaeva,
A. 1. Dolgova, N. A. Dremova, V. D. Ermakov. We offer a simplified schematic
sample of this document (Table).

Table

Sample “Cards of the comprehensive study of the personality
of a minor offender and the social situation of its development”

Indicators Content

1 | the crime and the situation of its commission

2 | the identity of the offender

a) socio-demographic portrait (gender, age, nationality,
etc.)

b) ethical and legal characteristics

¢) life plans and aspirations

3 | real social behavior

a) prior to committing a crime

b) in a remand prison

¢) in special educational institutions

4 | microconditions of formation and life of the teenager
(family and immediate surroundings)

a) parents

b) other relatives

c¢) neighbors

d) friends

e) school

¢) mass media

etc.

In general, full information for the necessary analysis is provided by the study
of criminal cases and conversations with convicts. It is important that the study
covered the entire period of development of the minor, the formation of his per-
sonality, especially the time that preceded the last crime, as well as when the teen-
ager was in a pre-trial detention center and a colony. The main attention was paid
to the collection, recording and analysis of data in the Card: a) about microcondi-
tions of formation and life of the teenager; b) characterizing minors by real social
behavior (prior to committing a crime, in a remand prison and in special educa-
tional institutions); ¢) about the crime and the situation of its commission that is
directly related to the personal characteristics of the perpetrator.
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All this information was recorded in their genesis, covering the process of in-
teraction of the individual, the situation and the microenvironment. In addition, the
proposed method allows you to fully identify and record the features that make up
the socio-demographic portrait of a juvenile offender, his parents or persons who
replace them.

Filling out the Card and summing up all the obtained objective indicators, an
assessment of the minor offender is given, considering: a) his behavior as a system
of actions; b) the connection of the last crime with the previous behavior; ¢) the
degree of deformation of his microenvironment. It is clear that many questions of
identical content are included in questionnaires, formalized interviews, and other
methodological documents. This makes it possible to compare the results obtained
and allows you to easily summarize them when filling out the main final document
and provide the obtained data with a quantitative reflection. Thus, the final result
of the study should not be considered as generalized results of surveys, analysis of
documents, etc., which are often presented as tables with brief comments, but
a scientific report that outlines theoretical conclusions about the confirmation or
refutation of hypotheses about the state of the scientific problem after its empirical
study, the scientific validity of the methods used and recommendations for their
improvement and further application.

Conclusions of the research. The analysis of the data allowed us to identify
the most characteristic personality traits of juvenile offenders, as well as the reasons
and conditions for their criminal behavior. We assumed that the formation of
personality is determined not only by the micro-environment, but also by the macro-
environment. In other words, minors will always experience the influence not only
of their immediate environment: parents, caregivers, friends, neighbors, etc., but
also the influence of the entire society and the state, which is carried out through
the appropriate educational institutions, the media, public organizations, and so on.
And in this aspect, juvenile delinquency is a consequence not only of family
problems, the negative influence of the immediate environment, but also of certain
features of the socio-economic and legal political development of society in the
modern period [26, p. 410-411].

The development of this problem may have not only theoretical but also practical
interest. The question about how specific studies in juvenile crime is one of the
most important, because the scientific validity of appropriate methodology, their
adequacy to the purposes, object and subject of study, the ability of the researcher
to use them, depend on the reliability and validity of generated data, which certainly
will contribute to the development of a program of personal development in the
state (in general and social policy of the state), professional (efforts of experts) and
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individual levels (with the efforts of the children themselves), as well as prevention
of this phenomenon

The methodology used in the pilot study, based on sociological methods,
allowed a comprehensive analysis of the phenomenon of juvenile delinquency in
statics and dynamics and to make a «Card of a comprehensive study of the
personality of a juvenile offender and the social situation of its development.» The
result of the work opens up the prospect of identifying new signs of juvenile
delinquency, which can give rise to new directions of scientific research.
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Boonix Banenmuna /lasuodiena, xkanaunat Gpiioco)CbKUX HAYK, TOIEHT,
JOTIEHT Kadepu coiioorii Ta momitosorii, HamonansHui 1opuanaHuit
yHiBepcuTeT iMeHi SpocnaBa Myaporo, M. XapkiB, Ykpaina

Knimoea I'anuna Ilagniena, noxrop ¢dinocodchkux HayK, mpodecop,
npodecop kadenpu corionorii Ta momiTosnorii, HarionansHUA FOpUITIHAN
yHiBepcHuTeT iMeHi SIpocinaBa Mynporo, M. XapkiB, YkpaiHa

ITiokypxosa Ipuna Banepiigna, KaHIUIAT COLIOJIOTIYHUX HAYK, JIOIICHT,
JOLIEHT Kadeapu corioorii Ta nomironorii, HanionanbHuii 1opuanyHuit
yHiBepcHUTeT iMeHi SIpociaBa Myaporo, M. XapkiB, YkpaiHa

CoOIOJIOITYHI METOAU JOCIIKEHHSA
3JIOYUHHOCTI HEITOBHOJIITHIX

Ilocmanoska npoonemu. [lumanns 3104UHHOI NOGEOTHKU HENOBHOIIMHIX 3ATUULAEMN b~
€5 Cb020OHI OOHUM 3 HAUAKMYATbHIUUX | MOMY NOMpedye 2MUbOK020 UBUEHHS, 30KPeMd
i Ha eMnIPUYHOMY PiBHI 3a 00ONOMO20I COYION02TUHUX Memodi8. Bi0 Haykogoi oOIpyHmo-
8aHOCMI BIONOBIOHUX Memodis, iX adeKeamHocmi yinam, 06’ ekmy ma npeomemy 00cC/i-
02iCeHHsL, 810 YMIHHA OOCHIOHUKA KOPUCIYBAMUCS HUMU 3ATIeHCaAMb HAOIUHICMb i 8Ip02iO-
HICMb 00€pAHCYBAHUX OAHUX, W0, DE3YMOBHO, Cnpusmume po3pooOieHHI0 NPOSPAMU PO3-
8UMKY 0cobucmocmi na depacasnomy (v 3a2anvHiil i coyianvuil noaimuyi oepaicasit),
axosomy (3ycuniamu cneyianicmis) ma iHOUBIOYATLHOMY (3YCULIAMU CAMUX HENOBGHO-
JAIMHIX) PIBHAX, @ MAKodic NPopitakmuyi ybo2o AUWA.

Ananiz ocmannix 0ocnioxcens i nyonikayii. 3azaitbnomeopemuyni AcneKkmu nopy-
wenoi npooaemu ioomi 3 npays FO. M. Awmonsina, A. b. braeu, T. 3. l'apacumis, B. B. I'o-
ainu, M. B. I'onuaposa, I. M. {anvwuna, I'. I1. Knimosoi ma in. Xapaxmepucmuyi coyio-
JIOSTYHUX MemOOi8 md iX 3aCMOCYB8AHHIO 8 OOCIIONCEHHT COYIANILHO-NPABOBOT chepu cyc-
nitbemea npuceaueno pobomu maxux asmopis, sax 1. B. ITiokypxoea, 0. O. Pockonina ma
in. Ipupooy 3104uHHOI NO6EOIHKU HENOBHONIMHIX, (PAKMOPU il (hoPMYSAHHS, 3ACMOCYEAH-
HS COYION02IUHUX MemO0i8 Nid Hac USUEHHS Yb02o Aeuwa oocrioxcysanu /. M. Kapkin,
11 E. Tpeiici, B. /. Boouix. Ananizy ¢popm npogpinaxmuxu ti 60pomvou 3 nposigamu 0esi-
ayii 6 nionimxoeomy cepedoguwi npucesmunu b6azamo npays X. @yosuma, U. Haxano,
M. Mineu, K. lllsapyenezeep, A. Memuynep.

Dopmyniosanna yineu. Cmamms MAac HA Memi aHATI3 MONCIUBOCTEL COYIONOIUHUX
MemoOi8 y UGUEHHI 3N0UUHHOCHI HENOBHOJIMHIX, d MAKONC (POPMYBAHHI MEMOOUKU
KOMNIEKCHO20 OOCTIONCEHHS 0COOUCOCTI HENOBHONIIMHbO20 3N0YUHYAL.

Buxnao ocnosnozo mamepiany. Ilpodnema susuents ocooucmocmi Heno8HONIMHbO-
20 NpaBoONOPYUHUKA — KOMNJLEKCHA. Bona nompebye pemenvroeo i 6cebiuno20 nioxooy.
3oupanns nepsunnoi inghopmayii npo ocoby HenosHOIIMHLO20 310UUHYS CIAE eheKmus-
HUM i3 BUKOPUCTIAHHAM 2PYAU COYION02IUHUX MeMODi8, KONHCEH 3 AKUX BUKOHYE CBOE
2HOCeoN02iuHe NPUSHAYeHH . 3anponoHosana y cmammi memoouxa oyia anpobosana Ha
KOHKDEMHOMY COYION02TUHOMY O0CTIONCEHH] npobaeMU 3I0YUHHOCMI ceped HeNno8HO-
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aimuix. OOnum i3 memooie 300py iHghopmayii npo 3104UHHICIb HENOBHOLIMHIX € AHANI3
0oKymeHmis. JJoOKymMeHnmamu ciyey8aiu Mamepiaiu npago3acmoco8HOl OisiibHOCHI.
Baocnusum docepenom ingpopmayii € maxooic yzaeanrvhents cy0oeoi npakmuxu. O3na-
LOMAEHHA 3 NPAKMUKOI pO3215a0y CNpas nesHux Kame2opiu 003804uUn0 00csaemu yiieu
00CNI0AHCEHHS 3M0YUHHOCIE, NPUYUH MA YMO8, SKI CHPUSAIOMb YYUHEHHIO 310YUHI6, AHA-
N3y OKpeMUx KOHMUH2eHmie 3104unyis. ¥ npoyeci 00CniodicenHss GUKOPUCTIOBYBATUCS
cmamucmuymi OOKYMeHmu, sIKi MICIMuau 8i00MOCHI U CYONCEHHS 8 KIIbKICHIU (YUcenbHill)
Gopmi, cucmemamuzosani i 36edeni ¢ madauyi, epaghixu, cxemu mowo. Cmamucmuuni
cnocmepedicertst 30IUCHIO8ANUCS, NOCMITHO U 0eMAalbHO (IKCY8ANU CYCRITbHE HCUMMSL
3 baeamvox 60Ki8 npomsa2om mpuganozo yacy. Lle oano smoey ananizysamu, nopieHo8a-
mu i nPO2HO3Y8amMU PO3GUMOK 00 €Kkmie, nposadumu KiloKicHuil i sikichutl ananizu. IIpo
CMan NCuxiky nIOAIMKI6 ingpopmayiio Oyi10 OMmpuMano siK 3 akmie cy0080-nCuxiampuyHux
eKxcnepmus, max i 3 Mmamepianie Oumsayux noAiKIIHIK, NCUXOHEBPOI02IUHUX OUCNAHCeDI8,
IHWUX MemoOuuHux 0okymenmis. Ingopmayito npo momusayitny cepy, MopaivHi ma
npasosi yAeieHHs HeNOBHONIIMHIX 3N10YUHYIB OVI0 00ePAHCAHO UWLIAXOM 3ACTNOCYBAHHA
MaKux Memooié 00CHIONCeHHs, AK CNOCIEPENCeHHs, IHOUBIOYyaibHi beciou 3 npagono-
PYUWHUKAMU, IX OambKamu, RpayieHUKaMu KPUMIHAIbHOL NOIYIT Y cnpasax HenoHoIim-
HIX, NepCOHAIOM CReYiaNbHUX HAGYANbHO-8UXOBHUX YCMAHOB O/ dimell | nionimkis,
MpPYO08UX KOJIOHIU, a MAKONC AHKEMYBAHHS, GUBUEHHS 0COOUCMUX CNPA )8 SA3HEeHUX mda
iHwux doxymenmis. Inghopmayito npo Heno8HOIIMHIX NPAGONOPYUHUKIE HAOAIU IX A8MO-
Oioepadhii, sKi 6UCBIMAIOBAIU COYIANLHI cumyayii 8 ix yepeo8ocmi i 36 3Ky, MATIOBAIU
KapmuHy Ncuxiunoz2o oopasy ix aemopie, Hapewmi, NOKA3y8aiu ix y momy KOHmexKcmi
COYIanbHO20 cepedosuyd, y KoMy GoHU dcunu i disau. Bioomocmi npo npasonopyuinu-
Ki6 30Upanucsa maxoxic ULAXoM ONUNY8AHb NPAYIBHUKIE NPABOOXOPOHHUX OP2aHi8, YCMa-
HO8, NIONPUEMCME, 2POMAOCHOKUX OP2AHI3ayill ma iHWUX epoMadsiH. Bukxopucmanns nepe-
JYeHUx Memooie 30upanHs nepeuHHol iHghopmayii nompedy6ano cneyiaivbho pospooie-
HO20 KOMNJLEKCY MemOoOUUHUX OOKYMEHMI8 — 00CbE, sAKe BKIOUAL0 MAKI NPOSPaAMIL:
a) 6uUGUenHs KpUMIHANLHOL cnpasu; 6) ¢opmanizosanoco inmeps 1o 3 HenoGHOIIMHIM
3N0YUHYEM, 1020 DAMbKAMU, BUX08amelaMu (nedazo2amu), Opys3amu,; 8) 6UGUEHHs 0CO-
oucmoi cnpasu y8’a3HeH020, 2) aHKemy, wo 00360JULAd BUABUMU KPUMIHO2EHHY «3apa-
JrceHicmovy Mikpocepedoguuia obcmedicysanozo. Kpiv moeo, 0ocve micmuio niocymkosi
0ani 3a pe3yIbmamamu 6UEUEeHHs 0COOUCMOCI HeNOBHOIIMHbLO20 npasonopywHuxa. Li
8i00MOCTI Y3a2aNbHIOBANUCA 8 CheylanbHill « Kapmi KOMNIeKCHO20 UBYEHHS 0COOUCTOC-
Mi HENOBHONIMHLO20 3N0YUHYSA | COYIANbHOI cumyayii ii po3eumky», sSIKa CMAHOBULA
00010 NIOCymMKo8utll 0OKyMenm. Yci ompumani 0ani 3a3Haniy cCmamucmuinoi 0opooxu i3
3ACMOCY8AHHAM PI3HUX YePYNOBAHb.

Bucnoeku. Pospobnenns yiei npobremu modce mamu He mibKu meopemuyrutl, a i
npaxkmudnuil inmepec. 3acmocosana 6 00CAi0NCeHHi MemoOUKa Ha OCHOBT COYION02TUHUX
Memodig 00360aUNA BCEOIUHO NPOAHANIZY8AMU (DEHOMEH 3I0UUHHOCTE HENOBHOIIMHIX
v cmamuyi 4 ounamiyi ma ckracmu «Kapmy xomniexcnoeo susuenms ocooucmocmi ne-
KpUBA€E NepcneKmugy GUABIEHHS HOBUX O3HAK 3T0YUHHOCIT HeNOBHONIMHIX, SIKI MONCYNb
damu nOYAMOK HOBUM HANPAMAM HAYKOBUX OOCAIONHCEHD.
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Knrwouoei cnosa: memoouxa 00cniodicenHs, HenOGHOLIMHIL, HEeNOBHOIIMHIU NPa6o-
NOPYUIHUK, ONUMYBAHHS, CNOCMEPENCEHHS, AHAN3 OOKYMEHMIE.

Boonux Banenmuna /lasudosena, kannuaat GpuinocoCcKux HaykK, TOICHT,
JOLIEHT KadeAphl COITMOJIOTHH | MOJIUTOIOTHHN, HallmOHAIBHBIN FOpUITIeCKUT
yHUBEpcUTET UMeHM fpociaBa Mynporo, . XapbkoB, YKpanHa

Knumoea I'anuna Ilasnosna, noxrop punocodhckux Hayk, mpodeccop,
npodeccop kadeapsl COMMOIIOTHN U TIOTUTOIOTHH, HalmoHambHBIH
IOPUIMYECKHI YHUBEPCUTET UMEHH SIpociaBa Mymporo, I. XapbkoB, YKpauHa

Ilookypkosea Hpuna Banepveena, kKanauiar COIMOIOTUYECKUX HAYK, TOLEHT,
JOLIEHT KadeAphl COITUOJIOTHH U MOJIUTOIOTUH, HallmOHAIBHBIN FOpUITIeCKUI
yHUBEpCcUTET UMeHU fpocnaBa Myaporo, . XapbKoB, YKpanHa

COIHUOJOI'MYECKHUE METOJAbI HCCJIIEJOBAHMUSA
INPECTYIIHOCTHU HECOBEPIIEHHOJIETHHUX

B cmamve packpvisaiomes nexomopuie odujue 8onpocsyl MemoOuKu opeaHu3ayuu
U NPOBEOEHUsI COYUONOSULECKO20 UCCTIe008aNUs NPODIeMbl NPECTNYRHOCU, CE83AHHO
¢ uuHOCmbio Hecosepuiennonemuux. Ocoboe eHumanue yoensemcs Memoouke ucciedo-
sanus. Ha xonkpemmom npumepe ananuzupyromes 6apuanmsl OuU3aiHa blOOpKU U 603-
MOIHCHOCTIU MEMOO08 ONPOCA, AHAIUZA OOKYMEHMO08, HAOII00eHUsl, ABMOOU0PAPUUECKO-
20 Memooda u ux npumeHeHue K onpeoeyieHHoU ucciedosamenbceko 3aoade. llpeonrazaem-
Cs MaKkem umoeco8020 00KyMeHma no pe3yibmamam uUccied08anuss — CneyuaibHas
«Kapma xomniexchoeo usyyenus IudHOCMU HeCOBEPUEHHOLETNHE20 NPEeCHYNHUKAY.

Knwuesvle cnosa: memoouxa ucciedo8anusl, Heco8ePULeHHOACMHULL, HECOBEPUUEHHO-
JIleMmHULl npasonHapyuumens, Onpoc, Had.IoeHue, aHaiu3 OOKyMeHmos.
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